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ABSTRACT

A total of 165 lakes, reservoirs, ponds, and river reaches on 10 USGS quads were surveyed

on the Lewistown District of the Bureau of Land Management between 1 June and 18 July 1995.
Surveys of ponds, lakes, or streams were made by 1 or 2 individuals. Each survey took 5-240
person-minutes and consisted of a search of the wetland with binoculars and/or spotting scope
for adult birds or nests. If adults were seen, an effort was made to determine 1) numbers present;
and 2) breeding status. One Black Tern colony was found on Fifteenmile Lake. At Freezeout
Lake, definite breeders included: Double-crested Cormorants (Phalacrocorax auritus), Black-
necked Stilts (Himantopus mexicanus), Franklin’s Gulls (Larus pipixcan), California Gulls
(Larus californicus), Common Terns (Sterna hirundo), Forster’s Terns (Sterna forsteri), and
Black Terns (Chlidonias niger),; White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) and Black-crowned Night-
Herons (Nycticorax nycticorax) were seen and are probably breeding. Historic breeding
locations of Black-crowned Night-Herons, Black-necked Stilts, Common Terns, and Black Terns
on Lewistown District lands were discovered following the field season, for which reports are
contained herein.

The Missouri River was surveyed on June 10-18, 1995 from Fort Benton to Robinson Bridge
(148 miles). One Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) colony was found on an island in the
Missouri River. Sites identified as potential Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) breeding sites
(Kathy O’Connor, pers. comm) were examined; however, none were suitable at the water levels
during the survey (27,000 - 34,000 cfs at Virgelle). In fact, all but one (Wolf Island) was under
water. A single island just below Bird rapids appeared possibly suitable for Piping Plovers
during the survey.

Additionally, locations of other Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive species observed
during the surveys are reported. Species found at these sites include the Spiny Softshell (7rionyx
spiniferus), Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos),
Burrowing Owl (Speotyto cunicularia), and Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus).

il

View Full Report




TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt e a ettt s bt ettt be et e e it e sb e et et e bt eae e il
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...ttt ettt sttt et et e e eseesseebeeneesneenseeneenneans v
INTRODUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt sttt ettt be et s bttt e e sae e b estesbeenaeenee e 1
METHODS AND MATERIALS ...ttt sttt e 2
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION ...ttt ettt sttt et ettt be e st sae s 5
Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus Clarkii) ...........c.occueeeeeeciiiiiieiieiieeie et sae e 7
American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)..........ccueecvueeecveeeeceeeeiieeecieeeeieeennn, 8
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nyctiCorax) ...........coccouueoeenveeceenceenceianiesieenens 9
White-faced Ibis (Ple@adis CHiRD) ..........cccuoeuieiiieiieiieeeeeeee ettt 11
Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexiCanus)...........ccueecueeeeeecueeseeecreeneeseeenseesseenseesseenns 12

Piping Plover (Charadrius MelOdUs) .............cccueeeueeecieieiiieeciieecieeeee e 13
Franklin’s Gull (Larus pipiXcam) .........ccccccceuerieviniinieiiinieseeieeeeeeee et 14
Caspian Tern (S1eria CASPIA) .......oeeueeeueeiieeiieeieeie ettt ettt beebee e 15
Common Tern (S1erna RirUnAO) ............occveeeciiieiiiieiiie ettt 16
FOrster’s Tern (STerna fOFSIOrT)......uuuuuuuiiirieeeiee e eeiee ettt eetteeeee e ree e s vee s aee e seveeennaeeens 17

Black Tern (Chlidonias RiQer) ...........cuoecueeeeieiieiiieieee ettt e 18
RECOMMENDATIONS ...ttt sttt ettt ettt et esbe e teeneesseenbesneas 20
Surveys, Monitoring and ReSEarch............cccvieeuiiiiiiiiiiiiecie e 20
IMANAGEMENL. ......eiiiiieiiiie ettt ettt ettt e et e e et eesabeeeeabe e e e abteseabeeesabeesbbeesnteesanbeeeas 20
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et e b et e eneenes 22
Appendix 1. Data sheets used for colonial nesting waterbird surveys and observations ............. 25
Appendix 2. Characteristics of 1995 wetland SUIrVEY SIteS .......cceevviriiieriieiiierieeieeeie e eeie e 27

Appendix 3. Colonial nesting wetland birds reported from in and around the BLM Lewistown

DISETICT ettt ettt et h ettt h e bt e e sh e s bttt e st e e bt et eat e sb e beeatenaeennea 35
Appendix 4. Other species of special concern seen during 1995 SUIVEYS .....c.ceevevveeecieeriieernnens 63
Appendix 5. Hydrograph of the Missouri River during surveys 10-18 June 1995....................... 69

v

View Full Report




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to thank the staff from the Lewistown District of the BLM for their help in
determining the location of possible survey sites, field assistance, and other support; they
included Tad Day, John Grensten, Kathy O’Connor, Jody Peters, and Dave Waller; special
thanks to Michelle Williams. Dan Sullivan and Mike Schwitters assisted with much of the field
work. D. D. Dover and C. Jones assisted with data entry and map preparation. Much of the
historic (pre-1980) colony site data was summarized from maps and field notes of the late Larry
Thompson; a number of additional sites were reported by D. M. Prellwitz. Financial support for
the project came from the Lewistown District (Bureau of Land Management) and the Montana
Natural Heritage Program (Montana State Library, Natural Resources Information System and
The Nature Conservancy).

View Full Report




	View Full Report: 


